THE FEELING IN THE CITY            225

prejudice than myself, yet had my life been at stake I do
not think I could have swallowed a mouthful of the ex-
cellent fricassee after I knew of what it was made.

Court often proposed to us to take a view of the in-
terior of the City, and at last we consented to attend
him. Rogers and Dr. Gowdie agreeing to join the party,
we set out early in the morning, at once discovering
when we were out of our limits by the inhabitants of
the houses coming to their doors to stare at us, the
children following, hooting and calling out epithets of re-
proach, some of them pelting us with bricks and stones.
Thus we reached the gates of the city, where the Guard
stationed there attempted to arrest our progress, but our
eccentric pilot, Court, shoving one away on each side, and
sputtering a parcel of gibberish, pushed by, we all following.
Upon entering the City, in addition to the former accom-
paniments of hooting, pelting and staring, out of every
house we passed issued two, three or more dogs, all of which
followed us, barking for a certain distance from their re-
spective homes. Having walked through the City without
seeing a single object of any kind that could in any way
compensate for the illtreatment we received, we continued
our traverse about a mile into the country, when we re-
turned, encountering the same pelting and insults we had
before, and in an increased degree, dirt and filth of every
kind being cast at us. Let no stranger, therefore, ever think
of forcing his way into Canton in the expectation of his"
curiosity being gratified by handsome buildings, or in any
respect whatever, for like us he will meet with nothing but
insult and disappointment.

I shall now mention an instance of their impudence and
knavery in Canton. Mr. Devisme hearing me express a
wish for some good ribbed silk stockings, said he could
recommend a parcel, made purposely for him, of the very
best silk procurable in China, but being considerably too
large for his spindle shank though he had given his measure,
he refused to take them and they were left upon the maker's
hands. He then gave me the man's name, describing the